ON READING THE WORD OF GOD. 


‘THE 4 
FROM THE Fofe 


MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 


THE SEVERAL | 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 
OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. ASSGCIATION, 


Assembled at Kettering, June the 8th, 9th, and 10th, 
1813. 


_ Maintaining inviolably, the important ae of three equal 
persons in the Godhead; eternal and personal eletion ; original sin; 
particular redemption ; free justification by the imputed righteousness 

\of Christ; efficacious grace in regeneration; the final perseverance 
of real believers; the resurrection of the dead; the future judgment ; 
the eternal happiness of the righteous, and everlasting misery of such 
a die impenitent; with the congregational order of the churches: 


Trent, STAFFORDSHIRE ; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sutton-in- 
the-Elins, Arnsby, and Foxten, LEICESTERSHIRE ; ’ Oakham, RuTLanp; 


Grace be to you, and peace, from God our F#ther, and from 
Jesus Christour Lord. 
Dear Breturen, 


have enjoyed pleasing and 
profitable interview. The intelligence frorh the churches 
Was upon the whole encouraging; and the various exercises 
of the meeting interesting. The absence of one of our 
on account of a dangerous affliction, 


‘timinished the pleasure of the opportunity. 
* Brother JARMAN, of Nottingham. 
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To the several Churches they represent-- 
Meeting at Loscoe and Swanwick, DeRBYsHIRE; Sutton-Ashfields 
Collingham, and NCTTINGHAMSHIRE ; 
» LINCOLNSHIRE ; Gretton, Clipstone, Gui CONGR, 
Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugbrook, Braybrook, and ae 
Northampton, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE; Olney, and 
Feinghoe, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ; Dunstable and Luton, BEDFORDSHIRE ; ae. 
and St. Albans, HERTFORDSHIRE. * 
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Desirous of assisting you, dear brethren, in your spiritual 
progress, we have, in our annual epistles, made it a point 
to address you upon some subject which we considered 
important and interesting. In this light we know you will 
regard that which we this year recommend to your attention, 
namely, The reading of the word of God. Emphatically, 
this divine volume is called the Bible, the Book, intimating 
that there is none like it. Its divine origin, its high 
authority, its unrivalled excellency, place it on a throne 
before which-every other book must bow. Our duty and 
our interest are deeply involved in the command of our 
gracious Redeemer, to search the scriptures. ‘The truths 
they reveal, the precepts they inculcate, the promises they 
make known, and the threatenings they contain, include 
whatever is interesting and dear to both God and man. 
Under a sense of their high importance, then, let us search 
them with the most diligent attention; with an attention 
inspired by a concern for the honour of God and the 
happiness of our own immortal souls.. Here are subjects 
which may be familiar to the meanest, and yet engage the 
most enlarged powers of rational beings. 


We exhort you, brethren; to read the word of God with 
Reverence. Consider its high authority. Treat it not as 
the word of man; but, as it is in truth, the word of God. 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God. Holy men 
of God spake, moved by the Holy Ghost. Could we sit 
down at the feet of Paul, or listen to the lectures of 
Solomon, we should do it with reverence; but he who 
communicated to the one his treasures of knowledge, and 
inspired the other with his stores of wisdom, speaks unto 
us in his word. It is the voice of Him who gaye us ow! 
existence, revealing to us that eternal rule, according te 
which our final state is to be irrevocably fixed. Peruse 
with a sacred awe upon your spirit. Consider that you 
hold in your hand a volume which reveals the mind and 
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will of the infinitely blessed God. Bowing with the most 


devout respect to its divine dictates, your grand concern 


will be to understand in order to obey. Like David, you 
will say, “My heart standeth in awe of thy ward.” He 
that trembleth at God’s word, is a favourite with the 


Most High. 


Again, brethren, we exhort you to read the word of 
God with Gratitude, ‘To you in a measwie is applicable 
the language of Moses, when he said, “ appy, art thou, 
O Israel; who is a people like unto thee!” What advantage 
then had the Jew? “Much every way; chiefly beeause that 
unto them were committed the oracles of God.”—The 
oracles of God! These reveal the perfections of his 
divine nature and the glories of his charactey. ‘They 
unfold his eternal thoughts, his gracious designs. Here 
are made known doctrines divinely sublinie and divinely 
true: doctrines which interest the attention ;and éngage all 
the powers of angels, so that they are desmipus of looking 
into them more fully, in order that they may understand 
them more clearly. Here we trace the way, to everlasting 
life. Observation and experience convince us. that we are 
ina wretched condition. Our guilty fears forebode future 


and greater miseries. And here, destitute of the oracles: 


of God, we should have begn left in dark despair, without 


-arayof hope. But now'the day-spring froff on high hath 


visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
| 


Farther, to warm your hearts with unfeigned gratitude, 
seriously consider the deplorable ‘state of those countries 
where the bible is unknown. Who can reall the accounts 
given by our brethren in India, more particularly those 
contained in No. XXIII of our Periodical Accounts, 
without feeling his soul chilled with horror? 'Whilé nature 
revolts, while your feelings are crucified, recollect that our 
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own land was once in a similar situation, as to ignorance, 
- superstition, and wretchedness. And to what is the happy 
change to be ascribed? how has the important revolution 
been accomplished? By the introduction of Christianity ; 
by the circulation of the holy scriptures. These, in the 
i of Divine Providence; these, under the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, have been the honoured means of regenerating 
these parts of the earth. Nor do we despair, nay, we 
rejoice, in the cheerful confidence, that the word of the 
Lord, which has begun to run and to be glorified in Bengal, 
shall prevail, till judgment shall run down as waters, and 

righteousness as a mighty stream. ‘The period is not far 
distant, the day has already dawned, in which those who sit 
in the region of darkness, and the valley of the shadow of 
death, shall see the light of life; for the sun of nghteousness 
is arising with healing under his wings. All shall know 
the Lord from the least unto the greatest. 


To you, beloved brethren, we can with peculiar propriety 
continue our address; for you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious. Like Jeremiah, you have found the word of 
God, and have eaten it; and it has been to you the joy and 
rejoicing of your hearts. By divine truth, your benighted 
and ignorant minds were enlightened, to realize your true 
character and awful danger. This led you to cry out, 
“What must I do to be saved?” The discoveries of the 
gospel relieved and cheered your distressed souls. ‘These, 
like a divine cordial, you found to revive and comfort you. 
sinking spirits. Instructed by these sacred oracles, you 
have gradually learned the way of the Lord more perfectly. 
You have corrected many.a mistake respecting both doctrine 
and practice, and have hid the word of God in your hearts, 
as a powerful preservative from sin. In seasons of affliction 
you have found such support and comfort from these 
sources, that you have been reminded of David’s language, 
“ Unless thy law had been my delight, I should then have 
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‘hed in mine affliction.” Looking beyond the narrow 
jimits of time, with this blessed volume in your hand, you 
have penetrated, with an eye of faith, the boundless regions 
of eternity, and said, with the Apostle, “I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able ito keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 
Thus you have tasted the first fruits of the goodly land that 
is before you. The holy scriptures have bgen the medium 
through which all has been enjoyed. Read them with 
gratitude. 

Farther, beloved brethren, while you read, éxercise 
Faith wpon what you read. Paul says, respecting some, 
that when the word was preached to them, it did not 
profitthem. ‘The reason is assigned. Ittwas not mixed 
with faith in those who heard it. This is -equally 
applicable to reading, as well as to the hearing of the 
word. And hence we learn, that divine gruth, in order 
to be useful to us, must be mixed with Mith, or have 
faith mixed with it. And what is it to mix faith with 


divine truth, while we read it? It is to read it ander a- 


powerful impression of its truth. The Apostle defines 
faith as the belief of the truth: and the test by :which 
the reality of our faith is demonstrated, is the influence 
of the truth we profess to believe. Hence the Apostle 
gives thanks to God, on the behalf of the Thessalonians, 
that they had received the word of God, -not as the word 
of men, but, as it is indeed, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in those that believe. ‘This is 
that faith which is styled unfeigned. So the Apostle 
James, in harmony with Paul, distinguishes between a 
dead and a living faith. It is the latter which is genuine ; 
and “appears to be so, by its being influential. 'It is 
easy to illustrate these views. He who gives credit to the 
me testimony, concerning his own character and con- 
will solicitously inquire, what he do’ to be 


= 


~ a 
ef 


ern. 


A, 
| 
4 fe 
| 
| 
| 
te 
a 
7? 
? 
Za 
Z, 
| 
| 
| 


brethren, read of Ged 
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saved; concerning the person and the work of 
make these ,the ground of all hope; concerning 
the. nature and tendency of sin, wall hate. it with a perfect 
Hatred, and seek deliverance ;from it, as the most desirable 


“Blessing; concerning. the excellency and love of purity, 


Will value the promise of the Holy. Spirit, and dently 


seek ins divine influence, that he may be renewed in the 


Spit of his mind, after God. in righteousness and. 


holiness; concerning the yanity, and perishing nature. of 
all that is visible, the excellency and durability of things 
that are ‘unseen, will rise above the former, and set his 


- pifection upon the latter... ‘Thus to read. the word of God 
“tn the exercise of faith, will dispose your minds to receive 
Jwith all ‘teadiness. and humility. those sublime truths which 
you cannot comprehend. It will tend to the casting dowa — 
Imaginations, and.every high thing that exalteth itself 
__* against the knowledge of God, and to bring into captivity 
‘every thought tothe obedience of Christ;, You will 
Rotbe-offended with, or stumble at, those divine truths 
Which human, reason cannot noderstand. ;.You will regard 
| Its the noblest exercise of your rational powers, humbly 
‘to subecribe to the:dictates.of that wisdom. which cannot 
Indeed, if the bible not.contain’ those doctrines, 
and reveal those facts, which:transcend tae utmost heights 
which human: aspire, it would want one 
discriminating evidence of itsidiyineo.igin. ‘Thus you 


with | 


the teachings of that Holv Spirit, who 


With. understanding. Hig ,influénces: ave 


of any obscurity, in the manner 


are teyealed; the. vision is: made 
he may..cun, that. readeth 
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eapacities; the way is plain, that sucifias are styled fools, 
persons of weak intellectual parts, shall not, upon that 
is. of a moral nature.- It rises from the State of the heart. 
not. understand. him, .says, “Ye are of your father the 
devil, and, the lusts of your father you’ will do.” . That 
charge brought against Israel, by God, They do alway 
errim-ther is ‘applicable to.men atdarge, It is 
glided, “They have not known my ways.”.. Darkness in 
the understanding | is the effect of depravity. of heart. 
Hence we understand wherein the work of the Holy Spirit 
prncipally consists, in leading us into tae knowledge of 
dwine truth. .He renews us ia the spint of our mind. 
He gives us a heart to know the Lord. Thais when he 
gives the light of the knowledge of tha glory of God, 
be.is said to do it, by shining into our hearts. He ixiparts 
&,sense,of the transcendent excellency and. divine glory 
spiritual objects; He forms in the heart a holy taste. 
Spiritual perception follows. The inspirtd page appears 
me new light, and) wears'.an attractive beauty. . Its con- 
tents. are perused) with a sacred relish, and theirimport — 
examined. an attention hitherto. unknown. In this 
state of .mind, the; little 


have received, not the. spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God, that.ye might know. the. things that are 
freely given to. you Ge 

And now, brethren, suffer. the word of exhortation. 
Leet the word. of .Christ, dwell nchily in| yours: Youohave 
into: your hearts. by. faith. | 
familiarly conversant .with.it.. Let. it be. yuh counsellor; 
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your friend, your companion. Let your regards for it be 
impartial. While you esteem the doctrines it reveals, be 
equally attentive to the precepts it inculcates. The latter 
will yield satisfactory evidence that the former is pure 
and genuine. While you rejoice in its promises, revere its 
threatenings. What God hath joined together let no man 
put asunder. Whatever may be your circumstances, 
personal or relative, in outward respects or inward 
exercises, search the scriptures for a word in season. 
Depend upon it, there is one to be found graciously 
adapted to your case. Perhaps it may be a word of 
doctrine, or of reproof; a word of correction, or in- 
struction in righteousness. Let it be which it may, it will 
be equally welcome, if your hearts are sound in God’s 
statutes. ‘The present is an eventful period. Study 
the passing scenes with the bible in your hand. Thus, 
and thus alone, you may look upon them with a holy 
calmness. Whatever dispensations affect the world or 
the church, still the Lord reigns. The Lord is in his 
holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven. - By faith 
view Jesus, as head over all things to the church. He 
who was dead is alive, and his hands hold the keys of hell 
and of death. Seated upon his throne, at the head of the 
universal empire, he opens the sealed book. New scenes 
arise, which astonish heaven and earth, all tending to 
bring on that glorious day, when the kingdoms of this world 


shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. : | 


Chnistian brethren, benevolence is a leading feature 
in Christianity. Do all you can to communicate - this 
invaluable treasure to those who are destitute of it. The 
| veligion you profess teaches you to love your neighbour 

as, yourselves. If John thought the character of such 
professors doubtful, as possessed a portion of the good 
of this. world, who, when they saw a brother who had 
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need, shut up their Lowel of compassion pe him} is not 
their character more doubtful, who profess to hive an 
‘nterest in the words of eternal life, and feel no pity for 


those who are perishing for lack of 


And now, belovel brethren, do all things trithout mur- 
murings and disputings, that ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life; that 
we may rejoice in the day of Christ, that we have not run 
in vain, neither laboured in vain. And now, brethren, 
we commend you to God, and to the word of his’ grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to ie an abiritence 
among all them who are sanctified. | 


Signed, in behalf of the Association, 


AN DREW FULLER, MoperaTor 
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BREVIATES. 


Tuesday evening, vi. Brother F'uLLer, pastor of the 
church where the Association was assembled, engaged in 
prayer, and was chosen Moderator; the letters from the 
churches were read; and Brother WHEELER, pastor of 


the church at Bugbrook, concluded in prayer. 


Wednesday morning, vi. Met forprayer. The brethren 
Davies, Middleton-Cheney, of Oakham, 
Nicnouns, of Collingham, Hoce, late of Thrapston, 
Evans, of Blaby, and Patrick, of Fenny-Stratford, 


were engaged. | 5 


half past x. Assembled for public 
worship, at the Independent Meeting. Brether 
of Luton, prayed; Brother ANDERSON, of Dunstable, 
oh goo from I Cor. vi. 20. Glorify God in your 
ody, and in your spirit, which are God's. Brother 
Hatt, of lowed, from Psalm cxlv.11. They 
shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk o 
thy power. Brothes 2 
in prayen. 

Between the afternoon and evening services, the 
ministers and messengers retired into the veStry, to read 


. the Circular Letter written by Brother Sutcuirr, which 


was approved. A proposal was made by our friends at 
Northampton, for an Institution for the relief of ministers 
laid aside from their work, of their widows, and of their 
children. It was unanimously resolved, That such an 
Institution is desirable, and that the movers of it be 
requested to adjust a plan by the next October Ministers’- 
meeting, at Northampton. 


The Church at Ivinghoe, Bucks. having signified their 
desire to unite with an Association about to be formed im 
their neighbourhood.—Resolved, That this brotherly 
request be complied with. 


As no letters have been received from the church at 
Spalding, Lincolnshire, for two years, and as their views 
of the gospel appear to be very different from ours,— 
Resolved, ‘That this church be no longer considered 35 — 
belonging to this Association. Ws 
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cations ha been made by the Churches at 
and Blaby, Leicestershire, 
for a connection is Association — Retold, That 


the same be accede wee 
mr, Vi Brother Epmonps, of 


vilsborough, in prayer; Brother my of 
preached from 1 John, iii, 3.) dad every 


hath this hape in him puriith 
as he is pure. Brother URDITT, Elms, 


concluded in prayer. 


Thursday morning, vii. Brother Burton, of Foxton, - 
prayed. eral of the pastors related a few particulars 
of what had occupied their minds during the past year. 
Brother CLARKE, of Ivinghoe, —" the public 
worship in prayer. 


The Association proceeded to settle the bubdeche of the 
fund. Agreed that the next Association be, held at 
Leicester; Brethren BLUNDELL and FULLER to preach. 
Put up at the Blue Boar, near to Southgate. |: 


The Letter for the next year to be on Hear the word. 
Brother Ropert to write it. 


The Association was then. concluded in prayer by 
the Moderator. 


We are requested to remind our brethren of a resolution 
passed in 1809 :—viz. “That in recommending cases of 
meeting-houses to be collected for among the ~ ghurches, 
we Sheet teins it advisable, as ministers, not to sizn'any case 

being previously consulted as to the expedien 
of building, and satisfied as to the oor’ mo the 
expenditure. | 


MINISTERS? MEETINGS. 


NoRTHAMPTON, Tuesday, October 5, 1813, 

Watcrave, Wednesday, October 6. 
KeETrerinc, Wednesday, November 10. 
ARNSBY and CLIPSTONE, in Easter week, 1814. 
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State of the Churches si sence the last Association 


INCREASE, || DECREASE. > 
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CHURCHES 


IN THE 
| ASSOCIATION. 


-Members.* 


Baptized. 


Restored 
Dead. 
Erctuded, 


| 


BraumstOn 
cc 
Bugbrook. . 
Burton-upon-Trent, no letter . 
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Collingham .......... 
Fenny-Stratford .............. 
Guilsborough 
Rettering 
eos 
Northampton 
Nottingham 
Oakham ...... 
Olne ee 


Spalding, no letter ............ 
St. Albans. ......... 15 
Sutton-Ashfield ........ 
Sutton-in-the-Elms ........... 
Walgrave 
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Baptized ......... 
Received by Letter . bees 16 | Dismissed ......,.....:. 


180° 4 71 


* It is requested that every charch will in foture send its total number of member 


Kettering: Printed by J. G. 
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ON HEARING THE WORD. 


ER 


CIRCULAR LETT 


FROM THE be fo 


MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 


| OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHE 


| IN THE 

Northamptonshire Association, 
ASSEMBLED AT LEICESTER, | 

On the Sist of May, and the 1st and 2nd of June, 


Maintaining inviolably, the important doctrines of threé equal persons 
in the Godhead ; eternal and personal election ; originalisin ; particular 
redemption ; free justification by the imputed arom Se of Christ; . 
efieacious grace in regeneration ; the final perseverance of real believers ; 
the resurrection of the dead; the future judgment; the eternal happiness 
of the righteous, and everlasting misery of such as die impenitent ; with 
the congregational order of the churches : | ; 


To the several Churches they represent— 


Meeting at Loscoe and ; Sutton Southwell, 
) Collingham,. Newark Trent, and Nottingham, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ; 
Burton-upon-Trent, STAFFORDSHIRE ; Sicepshead, Lpicester, Blaby, 
Sutton-in-the-Elms,' Arnsby, and Foxton, LEICESTERSYIRE ; Oakham, 
Gretton, Cilipstone, Guilsborough, Braunston, Walgrave, 
Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugbrook, Braybrook, and Northampton, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE; Olney and Fenny-Stratford, >BUCKINGHAM- 


SHIRE; Dunstable and Luton, Beprorpsutre; and St. Albans, 
HBRTFORDSHIRE, 


ar 
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Dear Brethren, - 


HROUGH the good hand of our God upon us, we had an 
| mterview with each other at the time and place ap- 
pointed. We trust a considerable portion of-the divine presence 
was enjoyed ip our religious solemnities, with regpect to the 
“ssistaliee afforded both to those who conducted, atid those who 
attended the public services. The religious exerciges in which 
we were Pye oa appeared to be accompanied with much sacred 
ponerse at time, and we hope with lasting improvement. 
intelligence communicated from the Churches wes of a nature 

Tapted to produce mingled emotions of satisfaction and regrets 
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collections which we trust will be made in all our places of 
worship, and by numerous donations and annual subserip. 
tions. We have confidence in the generosity of our friends; 
and we yenture to predict that the state of the funds, which 
with the names of the subscribers will be published in the next 
annual Report, will shew that the Northamptonshire Associ- 
ation continues to display as anxious a solicitude as any other 
for the comfort of it’s ministers. Many Provident Societies 
have been established before ours; but you will make 
it appear that none are supported with greater zeal, It 
now remains with you, brethren, to determine whether 
“our boasting of you shall be in vain ‘in this behalf,’ and 
whether, “‘we (that we say not ye,) shall be ashamed i) 
this same confident boasting.” 

“It. is requested that all snbscriptions which remain 
unpaid may be transmitted to the treasurer or secretary, 
by whom contributions will be gratefully received. 
_. ‘There will be a collection at the meeting doors in aid 

of this institution after the Sa services at 3 a 
sociation. 


Kettering: Printed by J. G. Fuller. 
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| | THE j 
CIRCULAR LETTER 
THE | held 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES:; 


IN THE i 
Northamptonshire Association, 
ASSEMBLED AT NOTTINGHAM, 
On the ath, Sth, and Gth of June, 


1816: | 


Maintaining inviolably, the important doctrines of three equal persons 
in thé Godhead; eternal aud personal election; origiuval 4n; particular 
redemption; free justification hy the imputed rightevusnéss of Christ ; 
eficacious grace in regeneration; the final perseverance of yeal believers ; 
the resurrection of the dead ; the future judgment ; the eternal happiness 
of the righteous, and everlaxting misery of such as die impeniteat; with 
thecougregatiowalorderofthe churches: -  . + 


To the several Churches they represent-— 


Meeting at Loscoe and Swanwick, DERBYSHIRE; Sutton Ashfield, Southwell, 
Collingham, Newark-upon-Trent, and Nottingham, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE; 
~Burton-upon-Trent, STAFFORDSHIRE; Sheepshead, ester, Blaby, 
Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, LEICESTERSHERE; Ouktam, 
RUTLAND; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsborough, Brauxstim, Walgrave, 
Kettering, Mou!ton, Road, Bugbrook, Hreybrook, and Northamp(on, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE; Olney and Fenny-Stratferd, BucKkinauam- 
HIRES Dunstable and Luion, BeDroxdsutre; ang St. Albans, 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 


THROUGH the merciful providence of! Géd, ,We ‘werk 
permitted to assemble at the time and’ place ‘appointed, 
The'religious services in which we were en aged, . were, on 
the whole, solemn and interesting; and we cape the seriaus 
mpressions then produced, will prove abiding. . The plea- 
aireattending our social interview’ was considerably abated 
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by the absence of our esteemed Brother Hall, who was 
engaged to preach on the occasion, but was prevented 
attending by indisposition. We are happy to learn he js 
now mercifully restoréd to his former health, and pray thai 
his valuable life may be long spared a blessing to the people 
of his charge, and to the church in general. The inform. 
ation contained in the letters has been marked with the 
usual variety. Some few of our churches have been favoured 
with considerable additions; others have been provided with 
pastors; and most of them enjoy peace and harmony. At 
the same time we regret to find, that some appear in a low 
and declining state; and that, on the whole, there has been s0 
small an increase of members, and an unusual number of 
removals by death. The former particulars call loudly for 
deep humiliation, and serious inquiry, if there be not a cause? 
May He, with whom is the residue of the Spirit, revive us 
again, that we may have occasion to rejoice in the peace and 
permanent prosperity of every church in this connexion. 


We now proceed, agreeably to the notice we gave in our 
Jast letter, to suggest a few hints on an important relative 
duty, viz, The regard which a christian ought to pay to lis 
principles in the education of his children—a subject in 
which every pious parent must feel a deep and solemn 
interest. 


Before we proceed to a more distinct consideration of the 
subject, it is proper, however, to observe, that whatever general 
education we may give our children, we are bound to 
make the communication of religious instruction, our first and 
chief aim. We profess to consider the word of God as our 
richest treasure, and an interest in its blessings, our highest 
felicity. How then can we neglect to impart to our children 
the knowledge of these lively oracles? God commanded 
the Israelites to teach the law to their children. See Psalin 
78: 5—8. In. the New-Testament, Christian parents are 
charged to train up their children in the nurture and admo 
nition of the Lord. And every parent ought to be able (0 
appeal to his children in after life, as Paul did to Timotby, 
** that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures.” 


We are aware that some parents attempt to excuse them 
selves from attending to this scriptural duty, on the plea, 10" 
conversion is God’s work,:and that the times and seasons !0! 
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carrying it on are in his hand. This ig a partial and 
erroneous view of Divine truth. God is the giverof all good, 
in the natural and spiritual world; but in bath he employs 
means to effect his purposes. Who expecjs'to reap, if he 
does not sow? Nor is the connexion between the use of 

rescribed means and the acquisition of spiritual advantages 
less intimate. We cannot give our children few hearts, nor 
can we give them natural strength: yet we do not neglect to 
administer food or medicine, that they may be strengthened. 
Such pleas proceed either from the abuse of truth, or from 


‘an heart secretly averse to the work of instruction, But 


where such gross perversions of Christian doctrines do not 
revail; we are apt to entertain too low an opinion of the 
utility and probable success of parental instruction; and 


this we conceive is one of the causes of that lamentable nieg- 


lect, or partial attention to Christian education, which is so 
common. Were we but fully persuaded ourslabour would 
not be in vain in the Lord, we should ngt only make 
occasional efforts, but persevere with patiencetand diligence. 
It is high time, brethren, our attention should be awakened 
to this branch of Christian duty: and as the work is so 
important and difficult, you will allow us to suggest a few 


_ brief directions, relative to the performance of at. 
| 


If we hope to succeed, we must begin early. Children 
become susceptible of instruction at a. much earlier period 
than is generally supposed; and we should anxiously watch 
the first openings of their minds. We must renjember, Satan 
will embrace the earliest opportunity of fillingjthe hearts of 
our children with ideas of the most pernicioys nature and 
tendency. It is therefore of the utmost consequence, that we 
store the mind with Divine truth, before the enemy gains 
possession of the strong hold of the heart. Attention to this 
will facilitate the business of instruction in future years. 
Our children, when very young, will sometimds manifest an 
inquisitive disposition. These are interesting moments, 
which we should improve with diligence. In this way God 
commanded the Israelitish parents to instruct their children. 

And it shall come to pass when your childgen shall say 
unto ib What mean you by this service? ‘Bhat ye shall 
“ay, it is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover,: who passed 
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he 
oe the Egyptians.” L[xod. xii. 26, 27. Spme parents 
my found it an useful mode of instruction to make their 

dren acquainted with the facts recorded in: the word of 
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‘God, and then suggest a few plain and familiar reflections 
upon them. What is the Old ‘Testament, but a narrative of 
great and interesting events; the creation of the world—the 
fall of man—and the operations of Providence from age to : 
age? The gospel consists of facts concerning the person, 
work, and salvation of Christ, and reflections grounded op 
those facts. It is in this way the young may be inter 
and taught to purpose. To this we may add the histories of 
Joseph—of Moses—of Samue!—of David—and, above all, of 
Christ.—Catechising is also an excellent mode of instruction, 
We do not contend for the use of any particular composition 
of this kind; though we know of none, which, in all respects, 
is superior to Dr. Watts’. This is an admirable method of 
abstracting the leading sentiments of the Bible, and of 
exhibiting to children a form of sound words, containing the 
rudiments of the doctrine of Christ. While, however, we 
are anxious to withhold from our children no useful ivform- 
ation, we-should avoid perplexing their minds with difficult 
and abstruse subjects; teaching them the first and most 
simple truths, and conducting them on to others, as they are 
able to bear them. “ Milk is for babes.” 


We must not, however, be satisfied with informing their 
understandings, but aim to impress their hearts with a sense 
‘of the importance and excellencé of Divine truth. Some 

rents, of a truly religious character, seem to think, though 
‘It is their duty to endeavour to preserve their children from 
the contamination of the world, to make them acquainted 
with Christian doctrine, and train them up to a regular 
attendance on religious worship, they need not aim at any 
thing higher;—That they have to do with the head; but God 
only with the heart. But we should remember, if the head 
only be stored with notions, while the heart remains ul 
affected, Divine truth not only fails to produce the effects 
intended by it, but the mind is gradually hardened agains 
right impressions in future. Of the truth of this rem 
‘many persons of riper years exhibit an awful confirmation. 
A habit of trifling with sacred truth is of all things the = 

to be deprecated. To awaken the heart to a sense ape 
majesty and purity of God—the evil and danger of si0 
necessity ‘and value of the provisions of mercy revealed if 
'gospel—the importance of an interest in Christ—and a | 
devotedness to him, should be the great objects at which 
constantly and steadily aim. With this end in View,’ 
Christian parent should carefully attend to the frame 
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own mind, when reading and conversing with his children on 
religious subjects. The whole; on his part, should be marked 
with deep seriousness, attempered with parental love and 


condescension. He should 


4 — Be much impress’d 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious, mainly, that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too: affectionate in look, | 
And tender in address.” 7 


| | 

Let vour children see your solicitude for them; that you 
«travail in birth till Christ be formed in them;” and let them 
hear your fervent prayers that they may “ live before God.” 
There are moments when the hearts of the young areserious, 
and peculiarly tender: when thus softened we should sow the 
seeds of Divine truth, in hope it will find a friendly soil. 
Nor should we be weary in well doing, though the desired 
fruit of our labour do not appear. Much good may be done, 
when there is little external evidence of it. ‘““Jn the morning 
sow thy seed, in the evening withhold not thine hand, for 
thou knowest not which shall prosper.” 


__ The religious instruction of our children cannot be carried 
on, unless we are much with them. We pn beware of 
neglecting relative duties, under the pretence df public use- 


_ fuluess. ‘The avocations of some parents render their frequent 


absence from their families indispensible. But we fear, too 
Many, alas! in their mistaken zeal for public services and 
institutions, overlook their own children. A desire to do 
good abroad is laudable ; but should never be gratified at the 
expense of domestic duties. This is an evil to which the 
professors of Christianity in the present day are peculiar! 

exposed. Many are not only absent from their families 
during the week, but almost the whole of the Lord’s-day is 
employed in public. ‘Those, however, who go out to cul- 
“vate common land, should certainly first till their own 
inclosure; or they will perhaps have to witness the gathering 
in of wheat from a foreign soil, which they aided in its 


growth, while they will see thorns from their own ground. 


lined to be burned, and have at last to say, *‘ the vineyard 

of others have I kept, but mine own vineyard have I not 
see Let those take public duties who do not stand inthe 
relation of parents, or who are, by reason of the age of their 
a, in some degree released from private responsibility; 
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but let us, who have a young charge, be at our proper Dost 
and endeavour to fulfil the duties of our station. Christian 
mothers should be “keepers at home,” as they have so many 
opportunities, and are so eminently fitted for the work of 
instruction, especially in its early stages. 


Children cannot be instructed to any good purpose, unless 
they are trained to habits of obedience and subjection to 
parental authority. Weshould equally avoid the extremes 
of harshness and severity on the one hand; as that would 
lead children to have recourse to falsehood and deceit, 
to hide their faults from their parents; and of excessive 
indulgence on the other, as equally injurious. But we should 
endeavour to establish an early and absolute authority over our 
children, so early, that even memory itself shall not be able to 
reach back to its beginning; and so constant, as not, on any 
occasion, to allow it tu be disputed. A Christian parent 


_ should be a king to rule, as well as a prophet to instruct, in 


his own house. In domestic government, corporeal punisb- 
ments should be avoided as much as possible, and never _ 
employed in anger, or without reluctance; but the authority 
of the parent must be established and maintained with 
firmness and decision. If we, like Eli, suffer our sons | 
to make themselves vile, and restrain them not; or only say, 
in the tone of weakness and indecision, “ Nay, my sons, ye 
should not do so,” we may expect the curse of Eli will fall 
on our house. ‘To leave children to their own inclinations, 
is. the direct way to confirm and increase their evil pro- 
pensities—to make them more averse to the subjection 
which the gospel reyuires—and to train them up “children 
of disobedience” against the ‘‘ Father of our spirits.” On 
the other hand, to accustom them to early submission—to 
repress their desires—and regulate their passions, 1s (0 
increase their own comfort, and prepare them to submit to 
the easy yoke of it. Without filial obedience, we can never 
secure a proper attention to our instruction. Some parents 
Suffer their authority to be slighted, and decline pores 
their children for their faults, on the plea, that the child wi 
know better, as it grows older. But no parent acts In 8 
similar way in case of any corporeal deformity in his children, 
but applies the remedy without delay, whatever be the 
expense, or the pain it may occasion to the child. , 
necessity of applying an immediate corrective to the disorders 
of the mind is much more urgent, as the danger is greater 
Abraham the father of the faithful is commended for “co” 
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yeady to imitate evil than good examples. 


nanding his household after him, as well as teaching them the 


| way of the Lord.” 


Further, it is equally necessary that both parents should be 
acreed, and co-operate in the education of children; not 
only as to the end proposed, but in the plan and means to 
be employed to attain the end. Where, gowever, the 
principles and characters of parents are essentially different, 
there can be no union or co-operation in the work of 
instruction. For this reason, we trust you will dis- 
countenance believers marrying with unbelievers; because, 
by this violation of the divine command, the Christian 
education of children is retarded, if not totally neglected, 
and they are in danger of growing up undef an uoholy 
influence. (When we consider the natural Bent of the 
mind, we shall be convinced our children will be more 
And, in these 
cases, however anxious the pious parent may feel. for the 
instruction of his offspring, he will not only be “ left to. serve 
alone,” but his efforts will be counteracted. ‘There are 
sufficient difficulties in the work itself, ever when it is 
conducted harmoniously ; but where the parents ade not agreed, 


it is next to impossible to educate our children as we 


In fine, our erample must correspond with our instructions, 


_It behoves us, as Christians, to be circumspect irmour conduct 


in all the relations of life, but especially in thetpresence of 
our children, because with them our example will have the 
most powerful influence. How observant are our children 
t our words, our tempers, and ouractions! ‘T'ltey are more 
likely to practise what their parents do, than what they 
command. If we indulge in unchristian tempets, or speak 
unadvisedly with our lips, before them, the mischief ‘will be 
incalculable ; they will think themselves justified in neglect- 
ing Our instructions, and disregarding our admonitions, when 

see them contradicted by our conduct. # It is like 


ee them with a pestilential atmosphere, which will 
uppearance. ‘‘ Be thou an ensample 


isa direction which applies with equal force to 
ee as to pastors. And a consistant and amiable 
xample, in relations so near, when it is seen so‘ constantly, 

united with so many endearing circumstances, is likely 


a a deep and durable impression on the, minds of 
“ren, and enforce all 


warnings they receive, __ 
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the instructions, counsels, and 
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_ We proceed to point out the regard a Christian ought to 
pay to his principles in the education of his children, in th 
different branches of general knowledge. The present has 
been stiled the age of education. The attention of mankind 
has been roused to the object; and you, brethren, feel 
desire that your children may share in those advantages 
which are held in such high estimation. We wish it to be 
distinctly understood, that we are so far from undervaluing 
the benefits of a good education, that we are desirous by 
every means in our power of promoting it. The cause of 
Christianity has nothing to fear from the encrease of sound 
learning; it is only “ science falsely so called” that s hostile 
tothe Gospel. Piety and literature may be united; and, 
blessed be God, in many instances they are. But it becomes 
us, in the education of our children in general knowled 
to act consistently with our avowed principles, ' as | 
followers of Christ, and the subjects of a iaadod which is 
not of this world. 


We ought to regard our principles in the choice of Masters. 
That pious parents should so often send their children to 
ungodly tutors, where they will associate chiefly with the 
children of the wicked, see no religious examples, and bear 
no believing prayers, is a shocking inconsistency. In schools 
conducted by such men, the children of religious parents are 
generally made the butts of ridicule by their javenile 
companions; and their feelings are wounded and mortified 
by the contempt with which the characters and conduct of 
serious Christians aretreated. But the most weighty objection 
to such schools is the absence of religious instruction; or if 
it haveany place in their system of education, it is so partial, and 
administered in so cold and formal a manner, as to be entirely 
inefficient. In some schools; the word of God is scarcely 
ever read. We certainly do not think the Bible should be 
used as a lesson-book; but constant instruction in is 
principles ought to form an essential part of the educations 
Christian gives to his children. | Where shall we find such 
ancientand authentic history—such affecting representation 
of the misery of vice—such wise maxims for the conduct 

life, ag in the lively oracles of God? This is the only book 
which can make us wise unto salvation. An acquaintance 
with its principles will:enable our youth to form 8 Jus 
estimate of character, and prevent them from being 
into an ‘admiration ‘of the splendid vices of the hero 
of antiquity ; while at the same time, its influence vil 


| 


wry 
é 


Ae 
‘ 
hee 
‘a 
t 
+ 
» 
a 
¥ 
‘aps 
. 
oot 


| 
antribute to form their taste for what is pure and excellent, | i} 
ap position to that which is vain and pernicious. Surely ate 
te parents should be anxious that their children may be 44) 
placed under the care of masters who will conduct them to ‘ ig 
the crystal fountain of living water, rather ;than to the ied 
polluted stream, which will vitiate the affections, inflame the Te 
passions, and destroy the soul. 
| 
When parents, though they may have some respect for \ ba iy 
religion, are not truly religious, there is no difficulty in oa 
accounting for their lukewarmness in providing for the 
(‘hristian education of their children. If they do not ~ | $4 
cousider Christianity as the pearl of great price; if in their if 
practice they regard it rather as the handmaid of their : Rigs: 
worldly interests; than as the unrivalled empress of the heart, diy} 
and the sovereign guide of their actions; if this is practically i 
the estimation in which they hold it, of course they will a 
give it only a secondary place among the objects on which | eee 
their attention is fixed in the education of their children. | is 
But that real Christians should manifest such a dereliction of i* >) a 
principle, is strange indeed. ‘They. may naturally expect, og 
that every serious impression made on their heart jin early eS 
life will be worn off, and they will return from ‘such a 


schools, corrupted in their minds and manners. On the other | 
band, where parents have placed their children under the | 
care of pious teachers; from their wise and affectionate 


But when both 


5 
instructions, they have received those serious impressions | 
which were never effaced from their minds. A seed planted r : j 
| by the haud of a pious preceptor may lie many years buried | 4X 
inthe memory, but in an important moment, it may have a | aber 
tesurrection, and bring forth fruit in true conversjon to God. | Amy 
Thus many have acknowledged with gratitude the privilege | ‘3 
, of having been placed under the instructions of those whe ht a 
‘ cared for their souls”——whose praises have been, sweetened thi 
‘ by the sentiment expressed of old, “ He is our father’s God, tb, 
and we will exalt him.” Exod. xy. 2. 

‘ If we Pay a proper regard to our principles; we shall tt i 
Pf place our children under the care of Dissenting tutors, We ad Pa 
k readily admit that this is only a secondary consideration ; “ ie 
yet we think it ought to have some weight. If the choice | 
st were either of anirreligious dissenter, or a pious episcopalian, 
d ‘Parent who feels a proper golicitude for the eternal welfare | it 
f "children, would be at no Joss in making his election. ye 


are serious characters, consistency requires | 
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we should give the preferetice to him whose views of the 
kingdom of Christ are most congenial with our own. If the 
principles of our dissent from the Church of England, as 
established and governed by human laws, (which we consider 
an assumption of the authority of Christ the King in Zion, 
aud an invasion of the rights of couscience,) be of an 
value, it is desirable our children should be instructed in 
them, that we may transmit, unimpaired, to posterity those 
principles of religious liberty, for the sake of which our 
forefathers suffered the loss of all that was dear to them. 


Where the pecuniary circumstances of parents will admit, 
it is unquestionably their duty to give their children a liberal 
education, comprising the different branches of general 
knowledge. But it is not equitable to educate children ata 
great expense, when this cannot be done without injuring 
other persons. Nor is it right for parents to act under the 
influence of partiality, in bestowing great expense in the 
education of one child, to the neglect of others who stand 
in the same relation, and who have an equal claim on 
parental attention. The formation of the manners, as well 
as the instruction of the mind, ought, no doubt, to be attended 
to in education, that our children may be fitted for the 
general intercourse of life. “ Whatsoever things are lovely, 
of good report, virtuous, and praiseworthy,” ought to be 
cultivated; and genuine religion is calculated to promote 
them. Yet it becomes us, as Christians, to educate our 
children in what is solid and useful, rather than in whatis 
merely showy and ornamental. What is the design of 
education, but to fit them to perform the various duties of 
their different stations in life? Consequently, where mere 
acconiplishmeuts are made the chief aim, the great end 
education is lost sight of. Such an education injures the 
minds of children, by perverting their judgments, giving 
them a false taste for vain show, and filling them with notions 
of their own imaginary consequence. Instead of fitting 
them to perform the duties, and encounter the difficulties 4 
hardships of life, they are disqualified for both; and, by the 
feebleness of their minds and the effeminacy of thelr 
manners, are, prepared to feel every little trial and 1ncot 
venience as an intolerable burden. Of what conceiva 
utility can many of the polite accomplishments, which form 
s6 conspicuous a part in the modern system of fe 
education, be in the ordinary walks of life? We preten® 
ndt to-sit in judgment on the motives which influence parents 
to act in so preposterous a mianner; but we are convinced 
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rsons have been taught almost every thing but 
what it chiefly concerns them to know ; that is, how to act 
with propriety in the sphere in which Providence has destined 
them to move. But the most fatal error in this, system of 
education is its tendency to draw children under the influence 
of the world, If you act consistent with your profession as 
“strangers and pilgrims on the earth,” you wil aim to 
withdraw your children from the vain amusements of the gay 
and thoughtless, and to impress their hearts with A sense of 
the vanity, the evil, and the danger, of the pleasures of the 
world. You profess to feel and /ament its influence, as a 
dangerous foe to your own peace and prosperity, notwith- 
standing the means which your knowledge and experience 
afford you of counteracting its pernicious tendenty. Is it 
not necessary then, in your mode of education, to guard your 
children against its specious baits; especially asgihey are 
ignorant and inexperienced in its deceptions, and naturally 
inclined to follow its vanities? Some parents have neglected 
this precaution, and yet have afterwards expressed their 
surprise and disappointment to see their children walk 
according to the course of this world. But they only reap 
fruit from the seed they have sown. i 


some young pe 


But we must close this address, by suggesting a few 
considerations, which, under the Divine blessing, aye suited 
to enforce an attention to the Christian education of our 
children. 


l. Consider the worth of your children’s sauls,-and the 


magnitude of their eternal interests. If they were formed | 


only. to exist in this short and uncertain life, we might feel 
justified in employing all our attention to promdte their 
temporal interests and reputation, But, insignificant as they 
may appear in the period of childhood and youth, they are 
rational and immortal beings, having souls which niust live 
lor ever in “ rapture or in woe,”—that will one day join 
with angels and the spirits of just men in the work and 
pleasure of heaven, or sink into endless darkness ahd'despair, 
What shall it profit a man, if lie gain the whole world, and 
Own soul: is a solemn consideration in connexion 
With this subject. “If you had adiamond or pearl, which 
Contained in ita principle of growth, that might make it at 
h superior to the gem which adorns the crown or 
sceptre of the greatest earthly monarch, what. caré would 
oun of such a germ of wealth; and yet how worthless, 
pared with the infant soul grawing beneath your eye!” 
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Can we then feel satisfied to direct all our anxieties to fae, 
clothe, and guard the bodies of our children from temporal 
danger, while we consider their spiritual interest as a matte, 
of secondary moment? Let your affection for your children 
who, under God, owe their existence to you, be that of 
Christian parents ; not limited to their welfare in this short 
and transitory life, but regarding supremely their eternal 
interests, as heirs of immortality. 


2. Reflect on your own awful responsibility. We are not 
responsible for the success of our exertions to promote the 
good ofour relatives; but weare responsible to the Judge of all, 
for the faithful, diligent, and persevering use of the means he 
hasappointed. When God commits a child to our care, he in 
effect says, “‘ Nurse this child for me.” And the day is fast 
approaching when he will demand the deposit. He will 

uire an account of our conduct, not only as individuals, 
but as masters and parents. And what account can we give 
of those whom God has placed under our care? Have we 
diligently instructed them, faithfully warned them of their 
danger, and employed every motive which can have any 
influence on the human mind, to induce them to attend 
to the one thing needful, and choose that good part which 
shall never be taken away? Have we endeavoured to train 
up our immortal charge for the service and glory of God? 
our own heart condemn us? God is greater than 
our heart—a more strict and awful Judge. Should any of 
the offspring of our own bowels, flesh of our flesh, bone of our 
bone, perish through our inattention and supineness, how 
shall we hear to meet them at the tribunal of God—hear 
them condemned—and see them led away by the executioners 
of Divine justice into everlasting punishment! The most 
distant probability of such a fatal result fills your hears with 
indescribable anguish. Then seek their best interests; 
Jabour to make them happy, that they may be your crown of 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord ; and you may then be able 


to say, “Behold, here am I, and the children thou bast 
given me.” Hae 


3. We would remind you how closely your own comfort” 
the present life is connected with the Christian education of 
your children. ‘There are, no doubt, instances of pio 

arents labouring in vain to train up their children 0 the 
fear of the Lord.” Some are so obstinately perverse a5 '0 act 
in determined hostility to all the counsels, warnings, on 
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entreaties of their parents, and attain a fearful preseminence 
inimpiety. How many ungodly children have brought down 
the gray hairs of their parents with sorrow tothe grave. This 
is an affliction which will call forth the sympathy of every 
feeling heart. But the instances of an education conducted 
on Christian principles failing of success, are, perhaps, fewer 
than it is generally supposed. Eli and David had ¢ons, who 
were the grief of their hearts, and the troublers of their 
houses; but both are blamed for not exerting the authority 
with which God had invested them to restrain their children 
from evil. And if we bestow no pains to inform the minds 
of our children, to affect their hearts, and to train them up to 
habits of obedience, self-denial, industry, and tempefance, we 
need not wonder if they become the bane of society, and the 
bitterest sources of distress to ourselves. If the love of ease 
or any other motive induce us to neglect this branch of 
parental duty, we shall “see ashes and mourning” in our 
families, where we might have expected “‘ beauty and the oil 
of gladness.” On the other hand, where parents fallow the 
Divine directions, there is ground to indulge a pleasing hope 
of success, ‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Butif we should 
not be indulged with the happiness of seeing our children 
“walk in the truth,” the principles of a pious education will 
retain a hold of their consciences, and restrain them from 
the commission of many sins; and thus we shall fave de- 
livered our own souls, and be freed from the torture of an 
accusing conscience, for having been accessary to their guilt 
and ruin, | | 
4. The honour of the Gospel, and the credit of our Christian 
profession should urge us to a conscientious discharge of this 
duty. ‘The men of the world not only watch our steps, but 
notice the dispositions and conduct of our children; and from 
what they see will draw conclusions to the advagtage or 
discredit of our principles and characters. Hence, a Ghristian 
shop must be one “ who rules well his own house; having 
8 children in subjection with all gravity."——As a de- 
ae we have been repeatedly accused of neglecting 
Christian education of our children; and mich has 
said by some of the superior advantages which the 
aed Of their own communion enjoy. We are not 
in some instances, this charge has beef urged 
. ; view to discredit our principles as baptists, because 
 Fetuise to administer to our own children a Christian rite, 
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Can we then fee] satisfied to direct all our anxieties to foe, 
clothe, and guard the bodies of our children from temporal 
danger, while we consider their spiritual interest as a matter 
of secondary moment? Let your affection for your children 
who, under God, owe their existence to you, be that of 
Christian parents ; not limited to their welfare in this short 
and transitory life, but regarding supremely their eternal 
interests, as heirs of immortality. 


®. Reflect on your own awful responsibility. We are not 
responsible for the success of our exertions to promote the 
ood of our relatives; but weare responsible to the J udge of all, 
or the faithful, diligent, and persevering use of the means he 
hasappointed. When God commits a child to our care, he in 
efiect says, ‘‘ Nurse this child for me.” And the day is fast 
approaching when he will demand the deposit. He will 
uire an account of our conduct, not only as individuals, 
but as masters and parents. And what account can we give 
of those whom God has placed under our care? Have we . 
diligently instructed them, faithfully warned them of their 
danger, and employed every motive which can have any 
influence on the human mind, to induce them to attend 
to the one thing needful, and choose that good part which 
shall never be taken away? Have we endeavoured to train 
up our immortal charge for the service and glory of God? 
our own heart condemn us> God is greater than 
our heart—a more strict and awful Judge. Should any of 
the offspring of our own bowels, flesh of our flesh, bone of our 
bone, perish through our inattention and supineness, how 
shall we bear to meet them at the tribunal of God—hear 
them condemned—and see them led away by the executioners 
of Divine justice into everlasting punishment! The most 
distant probability of such a fatal result fills your hears with 
indescribable anguish, Then seek their best interests: 
labour to make them happy, that they may be your crown of 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord ; and you may then be able 
to say, “ Behold, here am I, and the children thou bast 
given me,” | 


3. We would remind you how closely your own comfurtin 
the present life is connected with the Christian education of 
your children. ‘There are, no doubt, instances of piol* 
parents Jabouring in vain to train up their children ! the 
fear of the Lord.’ Some are so obstinately perverse a5 to act 
in determined hostility to all the counsels, warnings, oo 
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ee of their parents, and attain a fearful pre-eminence 
How ungodly children have brought down 
‘the gray hairs of their parents with sorrow to the grave. This 
is an affliction which will call forth the sympathy of every 
feeling heart. But the instances of an education conducted 
on Christian principles failing of success, are, perhaps, fewer 
than it is generally supposed. Eli and David had.sons, who 
were the grief of their hearts, and the troublers of their 
houses: but both are blamed for not exerting the authority 
with which God had invested them to restrain their children 
from evil. And if we bestow no pains to inform the minds 
of our children, to affect their hearts, and to train them up to 
habits of obedience, self-denial, industry, and tempferance, we 
need not wonder if they become the bane of society, and the 
bitterest sources of distress to ourselves. If the love of ease 
or any other motive induce us to neglect this branch of 
parental duty, we shall “see ashes and mourning”: in our 
families, where we might have expected “‘ beauty and the oil 
of gladness.” On the other hand, where parents follow the 
Divine directions, there is ground to indulge a plehsing hope 
of success, ‘‘ Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Butif we should 
not be indulged with the happiness of seeing ovr children 
“walk in the truth,” the principles of a pious education will 
retain a hold of their consciences, and restrain them fron 
the commission of many sins; and thus. we shall have de- 
| livered our own souls, and be freed from the torture of an 
| ie conscience, for having been accessary to their guilt 
and ruin, | | | 


4. The honour of the Gospel, and the credit of our Christian 
_ profession should urge us to a conscientious dischagge of this 
duty. The men of the world not only watch our steps, but 
notice the dispositions and conduct of our children and from 
what they see will draw conclusions to the advantage or 
ae of our principles and characters. Hence, a Christian 
Pishop must be one “ who rules well bis own house, having 
8 children in ‘subjection with all gravity."——Ab a de- 
eee we have been repeatedly accused of neglecting 
ee Christian education of our children; and much has 
yer said by some of the superior advantages which the 
i of their own communion enjoy. We are not 
en een in some instances, this charge bas beén urged 
"4 view to discredit our principles as baptists, ‘because 


We refuse to administer to our own children a Chri8tian rite, 
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which we are convinced ought to be confined to professed 
believers in Christ. We deny there is any truth OF justice 
in the accusation, on the ground of our practice as baptists - 
for we know of no privilege which the children of our pedo. 
baptist brethren enjoy, of which ours are deprived: yet we 
wish, none may give occasion of reproach, by neglecting the 
instruction of their families. Let us practically refute the 
accusation by the diligence and constancy of our instructions 
the frequency and fervency-of our prayers, and the correct. 
ness and excellence of our conduct. 


5. The only remaining motive we shall urge, is the con 
nexion of this duty with the prosperity of the church. As 
Christians, you profess to be concerned for the welfare of 
Zion. Butcan you labour to promote the good of the church, 
while you neglect to educate your children in Christian 
principles? If your houses are not nurseries for the church, 
where is your love to that sacred community? Are we to 
look for the sons of the strangers only, to fill up the placesof 
those who are not suffered to continue by reason of death? 
Will not your own enjoyment of the sacred ordinances of 
religion be increased by sharing them with your beloved oft- 
spring? When you are called to resign your station in 
the church below, how great the consolation to leave your 
children with a name and a place in the house of God, better 
than that of sons and of daughters: and though you may 
have little of this world’s good to leave them, in the blessings 
_of a pious education, you bequeath to thema richer and more 
durable inheritance, than if you could bestow upon them 
crowns,and kingdoms, | 


Finally, brethren, let us mourn our past neglects of the 
souls of those committed to our care; and may the cot 
siderations we have suggested excite us, both as ministers 
and parents, to seek with increasing zeal the best interests 
the rising generation, Let us listen to the voice of Him who 
said, “ Lovest thou me? then feed my lambs.” And while 
under a deep conviction of the importance of the work, 
of our own weakness, we exclaim, “ Who is sufficient for 
these things;” let us daily pray for wisdom, patience, 
perseverance, that we may perform it aright. “ Let tby 
work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory to our children. 
May the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; 
thou the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it.” , 
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BREVIATS. 


Tuesday Evening, vi. ‘Brother JaRMAN, Pastor of the chur¢h where the 
association assembled, engaged in prayer; Brother BLUNDELL of North- 
amplon, was chosen Moderator ; the Letters from the Churches were read, 
and Brother Evans of Blaby, concluded with prayer. The Ministers and 
Messengers retired inte the Vestry, to read the Circular Letter, drawn up by 
Brother JanMAN, which was approved, 

Wednesday Morning, vii. Metfor prayer. The Brethren Aukins, AYRF, 
Davis, and Capes were engaged, | + 


half past x. Assembled fer public worship. Brother Epwonps, 
of Guilsborough prayed; Brother Mack of Clipstone, preached from 1 Peter 
ii. 22. “ Who did no sin, neither was guile found im his mouth.” Brother 
Dantet, of Luton, followed from 1 Thess.i.5. ‘ For our gospel came not 
in word only, but in power,” &c. After which Brother J. Hawt, the Secretary 
of the Provipent Sociery, made an appeal to the congregation on 
behalf of the Institution, in order to a collection being made {n aid of its 
fund, and Brother Fuetcucr, of Swanwick, concluded the service with 
prayer, 


Wednesday Evening, vi—Brotbher Jarvis, of Newark, ordi Brothér 
AxDenson, of Dunstable, preached, from John «iii. 31, Brother 
Currariss, of Arnsby, closed the service with prayer. ii 

Thursday Morning, vii, —After singing, and prayer hy Brother Musson, 
several of the Ministers related their experience duriug the past year, and 


Brother C. Birt, now supplying at Derby, closed the public services of the 
ssociation with prayer. | 


The Ministers and Messengers then proceeded to settle the:business of 
the association Fund. The churches at Derby and Loughbotough, having 
tpplied for admission imto this Association, it was agreed to receive then. 
The next Association to be held at Olney in Whitsun-week, 1817, when the 
Brethren J. K, Hatt, and R. HALL, are expected te preach. Ac- 
fommodations provided at the Bull Jen. The next year’s letter to be on 
The Government ofthe Tongue. Brother ANDERSON requested to write it. 


‘S B. Those churches which receive Circular Letters, are requested to 
remit the money for them the following year. ih 
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State of the Churches since the last Association 


« 


Luton, |} Daniel, .. 
Moulton, .......; Berridge,.. 
Newark,?........+- || Jarvis, 
Northampton,..... || Blundell,.. 
Nottingham, ...... |} Jarman,.. 
Oakham, .....-..- || Millar, ... 
Road, Heighton,, 
| Sheepshead, .....,. || Peters, ... 
Southwell, eee be Musson, ee 
St. Albans,.. eeeree Carter,.... 
Sutton Ashfield.... || Burton, .. 
Sutton-in-the-Elms, || Burditt, .. 
Swanwick, ....+ .. || Fletcher, .. 
|| Payne,,... 


= 


| INCREASE. DECREASE, 
INTHE of the N || | 8 
Arnsby, Cuttriss,.. 3 | | 4 [108 
Blaby,.....+ Deedes Evans, eee a= 
Braunston, ...... || Norman,.. | 9% 
Braybrook, eeee dee Ayer,..es. case | | 
Burfou-upon-Trent, |} Fletcher, . — | 4) 
Clipstone,. Mack, eeee ] 163 
Cullingham ....... |} Nichols, . 8 80 
Duustable, .....5.. Anderson, 9 3 | 90 
Fenny Stratford,... | 53 || 
| Foxton, .......... || Burton,.. 5 — | 97 
Guilsborough, ..... || Edmonds,. || — 
Kettering ......... Hall, J. K. |} — 168 
| Leicester, ome Hall, R. ee 292 202 
| cocks Swain, .... 45 
10 
2 
9 
9 
23 
3 
4 
2 
4 
2 
8 


= 


INCREASE. DECREASE. 
Baptized, 37 Dead,. 
Received by Letter,..../......+10 || Dismissed, 
Restored, ce 5 

137 


152 


— 
2 


* Fifteen of these with some other persons having erected a place Sor wert 
Ravensthorpe, and some unpleasant disputes subsequently arising in the church 
Guilsborough, have withdrawn, and now regularly meet for Divine worship, 


their newly erected house. 
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On the Government of the Tongue. ' 


< 


_ Northamptonshire Association, 
the 97th, and of May, | 


in the Godhead ; eternal atid personal elettion; original sin; particular 
wdemption;: free’ justification by the imputed righteousness oft Christ 
elieacions grace in regeneration; the final perseverance of real Kelievers; 
of me the future jaigment; the eternal happiness’ 

rgnteous, aud everlasting misery of such as die impeniftent ; with the 
congregational order of the churches: 


To the several Churches they 


at Lotcoe, Swanwick, and Derby, DERBYSHIRES Sutton’ A 
Southwell, Collingham, Trent, and , 
TINGHAMSAIRE ; Burton-upon-Trent, STAPFORDSHIRE ; Sheepshead, 
Blaby, Sutton-in-the- Elms, Arnsby, and Forton, 
Oakham, RUTLAND; Gretton, Clipstend,  Guils- 
Brokaston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Read, Bughrook, 
» and Northampton, NORTHAM PTONSHIRE; Olney, and Fenny 


rd, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: Dunstable aud. Luton, 
And M6, Albans, HERTFORDSHIRE. 
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tal, “From the sthtemenis, which they contained, it ap- 


Prats, ‘that, though in some instatices. there is reason for 
, 


Maintaining inviolably, the jmpoxtant doctrines.of three equal persons. 


he NG met according to appointment, the letters from, 
churclies composing the agsociation were, #3 usual, 
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